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Hello and welcome back to the Life in the UK preparation course. Every 
week, we’ll take a look at something that’s in the news – generally 
avoiding heavy stuff like politics and war. Today is August 13th 2026, so the biggest event 
in the news this week is – or was…  

The Eclipse  

A text for Advanced-level EFL Students 
 

Yesterday’s solar eclipse turned out to be one of 
those once-in-a-lifetime events that people will talk 
about for years. Here in the south of England, the 
eclipse wasn’t total, but it was still dramatic enough 
to make the evening feel strangely magical. By about 
7 p.m., the light had already begun to fade, and the 
sky took on that eerie, dimmed quality that makes 
you instinctively look up, even though you know you 
shouldn’t without proper eclipse glasses. 

As the moon moved across the sun, the daylight didn’t disappear completely, but it 
darkened in a way that felt unnatural, almost like someone had turned down a giant 
dimmer switch over the whole region. The temperature dropped – just a couple of 
degrees, but enough that people standing outside commented on it. People say that 
birds and animals act strangely when there’s an eclipse, but to be honest, there were 
too many human beings around for any wildlife to be noticeable! 

Although we weren’t in the path of totality, the partial eclipse was clearly visible. At the 
peak, the sun looked like a glowing crescent. People gathered in parks, on pavements, 
and even outside cafés, some wearing those special eclipse glasses, but some had 
taken the tip from the BBC’s website and had a colander to use as a simple light filter 
and a piece of white paper as the viewing screen. There was a real sense of shared 
experience, with everyone waiting for that brief moment when the moon covered the 
sun just enough to make the world feel different. 

And then, everything was back to normal. We are in the middle of a heatwave so the sky 
was beautifully clear, giving us a sunset that was – in my opinion – just as lovely as the 
eclipse itself. Even though we only saw a partial eclipse here in the south of England, it 
still managed to eclipse the usual routine, turning an ordinary Tuesday into something 
quietly unforgettable. 
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Vocabulary List (Upper-intermediate / Advanced) 
Match the word in bold to the definition on the right, as in the example. 
You can look back at the text, above, to see the words used in context. 

e.g. A once-in-a-lifetime 
event 

something rare and memorable that most people will only 
experience once. 

 

1. eerie  a. light that looks different from normal sunlight 

2. dimmed  b. overshadow or interrupt everyday life 

3. instinctively  c. the narrow area where a solar eclipse is completely 
visible 

4. peak  d. came together in a group. 

5. path of totality e. impossible to forget; very memorable 

6. crescent  f. strange in a way that feels unsettling or unnatural 

7. shared experience  g. a curved shape like a thin slice of the moon 

8. unnatural daylight  h. done automatically, without thinking 

9. eclipse the routine  i. the highest or most intense point of something 

10. gathered  j. made less bright; reduced light 

11. unforgettable  k. something people witness together, creating a sense 
of connection 

 

Scroll down to the bottom of this document for the answers – or listen to the audio 
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IELTS-Style Discussion Questions + Model Answers 
1. Why do you think people are so fascinated by solar eclipses? 

Model Answer (A2 level) 

People like solar eclipses because they are special and don’t happen very often. The sky 
becomes darker, and it feels different from a normal day. Many people think it is exciting 
to see the sun change shape, even for a short time. It is something interesting to watch 
with friends or family. 

Model Answer (C1 level) 

People are fascinated by solar eclipses because they disrupt the normal rhythm of daily 
life in a dramatic way. We’re used to the sun being constant and predictable, so when 
daylight suddenly fades in the middle of the morning, it feels extraordinary. There’s also 
a strong sense of shared experience – people gather outside, talk to strangers, and 
collectively witness something rare. Even if the eclipse isn’t total, the unusual light and 
sudden drop in temperature make it feel like a moment outside ordinary time. 

 

2. Do you think events like eclipses help bring communities together? 

Model Answer (A2 level) 

Yes, I think they do. When there is an eclipse, people often go outside and look at the 
sky together. They talk about what they see and share glasses to protect their eyes. It is 
a nice moment because everyone is looking at the same thing and enjoying it. 

Model Answer (C1 level) 

Yes, absolutely. Natural events like eclipses create a sense of unity because everyone is 
experiencing the same thing at the same moment. In southern England yesterday, 
people stood together in parks and on pavements, sharing eclipse glasses and pointing 
out changes in the sky. It doesn’t matter who you are – for a few minutes, everyone is 
focused on the same spectacle. That shared curiosity and excitement can make people 
feel more connected to their community. 

 

3. How important is it for people to understand scientific events like eclipses? 

Model Answer (A2 level) 

I think it is a good idea to understand them a little. If people know that an eclipse is 
normal, they don’t feel scared. They can enjoy it more. You don’t need to know all the 
science, but it helps to know that the Moon is moving in front of the Sun. 
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Model Answer (C1 level) 

I think it’s important, but not necessarily in a highly technical way. People 
don’t need to know the detailed astronomy behind an eclipse, but understanding the 
basic idea – that the Moon moves between the Earth and the Sun – helps reduce fear 
and increases appreciation. Historically, eclipses caused panic because people didn’t 
understand them. Today, even a simple explanation can make the experience more 
meaningful and encourage people to engage with the world around them. 

 

4. Do you think people will still be interested in eclipses in the future? 

Model Answer (A2 level) 

Yes, I think people will still enjoy them. Eclipses look beautiful, and they don’t happen 
every day. Even with modern technology, people like to see natural events. It is fun to 
watch the sky change and to feel the world become darker for a few minutes. 

 

Model Answer (C1 level) 

Definitely. Eclipses have a timeless appeal because they’re rare, visually striking, and 
slightly mysterious. Even in a world full of technology, there’s something powerful about 
watching the sky change colour and seeing daylight fade unexpectedly. As long as 
humans are curious – and as long as the Moon continues to align with the Sun – people 
will gather to watch. Yesterday’s eclipse proved that even a partial one can capture 
people’s attention and turn an ordinary day into something unforgettable. 
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Answers to the match-up exercise: 

1. eerie  strange in a way that feels unsettling or unnatural. 

2. dimmed  made less bright; reduced light. 

3. instinctively  done automatically, without thinking. 

4. peak  the highest or most intense point of something. 

5. path of totality the narrow area where a solar eclipse is completely 
visible. 

6. crescent  a curved shape like a thin slice of the moon. 

7. shared experience  something people witness together, creating a sense of 
connection. 

8. unnatural daylight  light that looks different from normal sunlight. 

9. eclipse the routine  overshadow or interrupt everyday life. 

10. gathered  came together in a group. 

11. unforgettable  impossible to forget; very memorable. 

 


